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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown
Chief, Section of Administration pRPY 9 G 2012
Surface Transportation Board i . T ~aCE
395 E Street, S.W. ) ‘SZ (- L/ S TRANstuATION BOARD
Washington, D.C. 20024 =

Re: City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Beltline Railroad — Abandonment Exemption - in City of
Alameda, CA, AB 1090X

1. Notice of Exemption for two year out of service abandonment (including filing fee)
Statement of Willingness {automatic filing fee exemption requested) for railbanking
of MP 0 to MP 1.85

3. Consent to negotiate railbanking
Letter request for issuance of NITU for portion of abandonment from MP 0 to MP
1.85.

Dear Ms. Brown:

Notice of Exemption. Enclosed for filing in the above-captioned proceeding are the original and ten
copies of a Verified Notice of Exemption pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1152.50 for filing on April 27, 2012. A
check in the amount of $3600, representing the current filing fee for same, is also enclosed.

Statement of Willingness. Enclosed for filing is a Statement of Willingness by the City of Alameda to
assume responsibility in accordance with 49 C.F.R. 1152.29 for the portion of the proposed
abandonment from MP 0 to MP 1.85. By my signature below, | hereby certify service of the Statement
of Willingness upon representatives of the City of Alameda.

Fee exemption for Statement of Willingness. City of Alameda is a unit of local government which
qualifies for automatic waiver of filing fees for the statement of willingness pursuant to 49 C.F.R.
1002.2(e) (1). City of Alameda accordingly requests a waiver of any fee for filing the statement of
willingness.
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SURFACE CITY OF ALAMEDA d/b/a ALAMEDA BELT LINE RAILROAD -
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City of Alameda (CA} d/b/a Alameda Belt Line Railroad (“ABL"} files this Verified Notice of Exemption
pursuant to the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. 1152.50 for ABL to abandon approximately 2.61 miles of
line between milepost {“MP”) 0.0 near the intersection of Clement Avenue and Broadway and MP 2.61
near Constitution Way, all in the City of Alameda, County of Alameda, CA. No local rail traffic has moved
over the line during the past two years, nor is there any possibility of averhead rail traffic.

Based on title reports received to date by ABL, the line does not contain federally granted railroad
rights of way.

ABL last operated in 1998, when its last major shipper, a Del Monte cannery, closed. Union Pacific
then provided service for all remaining customers pursuant to trackage rights granted at Union Pacific
Railroad Company — Trackage Rights Exemption — Alameda Belt Line, F.D. 33682, served Nov. 24, 1998.
The last customer ceased use of the line in 2001. Union Pacific terminated its trackage rights over the
ABL in Union Pacific RR — Discontinuance of Trackage Rights Exemption — in Alameda County, CA, AB 33
{Sub-no. 291X}, served April 8, 2010. There has been no rail traffic on the line for over ten years.

1. Proposed consummation date. ABL proposes that the abandonment be effective 30 days
after this agency publishes notice (as provided in the regulations}, or June 18, 2012,
whichever is later.

2. Certification required by 49 C.F.R. 1152.50(b). See Exhibit A.
3. Information required by 49 C.F.R. 1152.22(a) (1) through (4), (7) and (8) and (e) (4).
a. General

i. Exact name of applicant: City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Beit Line Railroad



ii. Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.5.C.
Subtitle IV, Chapter 105: Yes.

iii. Relief sought: Applicant City seeks to use the class exemption at 49 CFR
1152.50 to obtain authorization to abandon approximately 2.61 miles of rail
line in City and County of Alameda, between MP 0.0 near the intersection of
Clement Avenue and Broadway and MP 2.61 near Constitution Way {the
remaining line in its entirety).

iv. Map: see exhibit B

v. Name, title and address of representative of applicant to whom
correspondence should be sent: Charles H Montange, Law Offices of
Charles H. Montange, 426 NW 162d St., Seattle, WA 98177 (206)546-1936.

vi. List of USPS Zip codes traversed by line: 94501.

{e){4). Rural and community impact—Statement of whether the properties proposed
to be abandoned are appropriate for use for other public purposes, including roads and
highways, other forms of mass transportation, conservation, energy production or
transmission, or recreation. If the applicant is aware of any restriction on the title to the
property, including any reversionary interest, which would affect the transfer of title or
the use of the property for other than rail purposes, this shall be disclosed. The
property is suitable for other public purposes. The applicant intends to “railbank” MP
0.0 to MP 1.85, which will ensure preservation of a linear rail corridor potentiaily
suitable for rail reactivation, mass transportation, roads, highways, trail, open space and
park uses.

4. Level of labor protection. The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely
affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor protective
conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co. — Abandonment — Goshen, 360 ICC 91 {1979).

5. Certifications. Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R.
1152.50(d} {1} and 1105.12 are attached in Exhibits C and D respectively.’

6. CZMA. The proposed action will not result in any changes to the existing physical
conditions in the area or to lands within the Coastal Zone. Future improvements to remove or
replace tracks on lands within 100 feet of the Inner Harbor shorelines will require review and
approval by the Bay Conservation and Development Commission {BCDC) to ensure that any
future improvement within 100 feet of the shoreline is consistent with the public shore line
access goals and objectives of the San Francisco Bay Plan and the Coastal Zone Management
Act. The Applicants is committed to obtaining BCDC approval for all permits that are duly
required pursuant to the CZMA. As a result, in applicant’s judgment the proposed action will
not affect land or water uses within a State Coastal zone designated pursuant to the Coastal



Zone Management Act. Applicant’s certification of compliance with 49 C.F.R. 1105.9(a) is
attached as part of Exhibit E-1.

7. Environmental and Historic Report. The Environmental and Historic Report was
served electronically on the Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis on March 22, 2012. A copy
with all comments received thereon to date is attached as Exhibit E, along with a certificate of
service and of compliance with 49 C.F.R. 1105.9.

Exhibit A: Certification of Compliance with 49 CFR 1150.50(b}

Exhibit B: Map

Exhibit C: Certificate of Compliance with notice requirement of 1152.50(d) (1)
Exhibit D: Affidavit of Publication {1105.12 certification)

Exhibit E-1: certifications of service

Exhibit E-2: ER/HR and comments to date

Respactfylly s

C s H. Montange

Law Offices of Charles H. Montange

426 NW 162d St.

Seattle, WA 98177

{206) 546-1935

Fax: (206} 546-3739

Counsel for Applicant City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Belt Line



EXHIBIT A

Exhibit A

" Verification and Certification That Rail Line Meets
Criteria of 49 CFR 1152.50(b)

State of California )
) ss
County of Alameda)

1, Matt Naclerio, being duly sworn depose and state that | am the Director of the Public
Works Departme'nt of the City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Belt Line {“Applicant”), that my
Department is responsible for transportation {(including rail) for Applicant, that | am authorized
to make this verification, and that | have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the
facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated to the best of my knowledge and belief.

| hereby certify that no local traffic has moved over Applicant’s approximately 2.61 mile
of line from MP 0.0 to end of line at MP 2.61 for at least two years prior to the date hereof, and
that overhead traffic on the line does not exist and in all events can be rerouted to other lines.
No formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line {or a State or local government
entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the line either is pending
with the Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of

a complainant within the two-year period. /

att Naclerio

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 17th day of April, 2012.

My commission expires: /)Mg g-ﬁl <013

z LANA F. STOKER
D oM. 1850902,
ALAMEDA COUNTY ase T M
y My Comm Expres May 24, 2013

Notaily Public

PAGE10OF 2



State of California)
County of Alameda)

on_ABpnil 17 Josa. before me, Lana F. Shker

EXHIBIT A

{date)

personally appeared  Nathews 7= Maclerio

, a Notary Public,

, who

proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(sywhose name(s}
is/are” subscribed to the within instrument and acknowiedged to me that he/she/they
executed the same in his/he#their authorized capacity(igs), and that by his/hetheir
signature(s} on the instrument the person(s}, or the entity upon behalf of which the

person(sy acted, executed the instrument.

| certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the

foregoing paragraph is true and correct.

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

(Seal)

Signaturogj:u. ./ T;CQ:.W

@~ LANA F STOKER

For i3 COMM. #1850902
I3 NOTARY PUBLIC - CALIFORNIA
%] "ALAMEDA COUNTY

My Comm Expires May 24. 2013

PAGE 2 OF 2



EXHIBITB

ALAMEDA BELTLINE RAILROAD, M.P. 0.00 TO 2.61
CITY OF ALAMEDA, CA
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EXHIBIT C

Exhibit C

Certificate of Service for 1152.40(d) (1) Notice
and Copy of Notice

I, Charles H. Montange, hereby certify service of the attached 1152.40(d)(1) notice by
U.S. Mail, postage pre-paid, first class, on 26 March 2012 upon the California PUC, SDDC-TEA,
National Park Service (River, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program), and Chief of the US
Forest Service upon their addresses of record as further reflected in g attached 1152.50(d)(1)

notice. |
Qﬁﬁ
N

Charles H. Montange ~~J
Counsel for City of Alameda d/b/a ABL




CHARLES H. MONTANGE

ATTORNEY AT LAW

426 NW 162nND STREET
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98177

(206) 546-1936
FAX. (206) 546-3739

26 March 2012

Re: “Exempt” abandonment of line of railroad in City of Alameda

Notice pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1152.40(d}(1)
Filing projected on or about April 27, 2012

To: CA Public Utilities Commission
595 Van Ness Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94102

SDDC-TEA—Railroads for National Defense Program
1 Soldier Way, Bldg. 1500W
Scott Air Force Base, IL 62225-5006

NPS, Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program
1849 C Street NW, Org. Code 2220
Washington, D.C. 20240
and
333 Bush St., Suite 500
San Francisco, CA 94104-2828

Chief, US Forest Service

Attn: Office of Communication
Mail Stop 1111

1400 Independence Ave SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-0003

Name of railroad: City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Belt Line
Relevant postal zip codes: 94501

Railroad abandonment exemption procedure to be used: 49 C.F.R. 1152.50 two year out of service
notice of exemption procedure.



Further information: Applicant City of Alameda d/b/a ABL anticipates filing of the notice of exemption
at the Surface Transportation Board on or about April 27, 2012. The notice of exemption will cover a
line of railroad known as the Alameda Belt Line (ABL) from MP 0.0 to end of line at MP 2.61 in the City of
Alameda, County of Alameda, State of California. STB has assigned docket number AB 1090X for the
proceeding. For further information please contact our counsel, Charles H. Montange, 426 NW 162d St.,
Seattle, WA 98177, tel: 206-546-1936, or Lori Taylor, Director of Community Development, City of
Alameda, 510-747-6899. A map showing the location of the proposed abandonment, and also a map
showing a portion that the City anticipates “railbanking” are attached hereto.

Based on information in our possession, the line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any
documentation in the railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.”

Respectfylly submjtted,
1

S H. Montange
Counsel for applicant City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Belt Line

Att: 2 maps
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| EXHIBIT D
Alameda Journal Legal No 0004375332

oS TSI e
mmuni
2263 Santa Clara Avenue, Room 190

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANDON OR TO
DISCONTINUE RAIL SERVICE

ice of Intent to Abandon or to Discontinue
Rall Servwe_ CIty of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Beit
|.|ne grsves notice that on or about April 27, 2012,

to f'e with the Surface ortaton
Boan! Washington, nc 20423 a notice ofexemp-
tion under CFR smpan “Exempt
Abandoments l abandonment of
service on a2.61m Ielmeofmlmadbetweenra!

the ntessection

Alame da, City of Baaal of ot uﬁ; o0 thrgh ‘;i';edmm
Building & Planning,2263 Santa Clara Ave , Rm 190 pcftr:r'n &N;&;&r% aﬁ.&ga cE&'iyz
Alameda CA 94501 s% Tk Soffcs of mdfonmenta Aza)y:

(g wh||c’h wlﬂ nonna"y be nvmlable
25 days aner the ﬁlmq of the notice of exemption

PROOF OF PUBLICATION Comments on enronmental and energy matiar

becomes_ available to the puhnc and will be ad-
na nterested

FILE NO. Abandon Rail Servit ;n."”‘n?mn.&?:;“ofﬁwmm"'m”:
mh‘lﬂ%w.

mzsorby imgOEAatZOZ o

Al jate offers of financial assistance to con-
thmmﬂsew ice can be filed with the Board, Re-

In the matter of quests for environmental condltlms. pubhc use
nmﬂtlats. or rail banking/trails use also can be

Alameda Journal with the Board, An m ‘and 10 copnes of

i f the United States, | am over the age of eighteen m'ggla mi’simug csm:hs as trails use, nubllc
I am a citizen o L . g 9 . and offers of financial assistnnce? be fll'lseed
years, and | am not a party to or interested in the above-entitled directly with the Board's Chief, Section of
matter. | am a foreman or principie clerk of the printer and ;&"ﬁmm &rﬁi&iﬁ‘&ﬁiﬂs‘ﬂﬁm‘aﬁﬁ
publisher of the Alameda Journal, a newspaper published in the one copy st be served on al’l’"'mms' represen-
- N tative [See 49 CFR 1104.12(
English language in Alameda County, State of California h%ls of financial ass ee. puhlic yse or
use

 may be directed to the Board's Cffice of
2450238,

| declare that the Alameda Journal, 1s a newspaper of general aw comments or crequests for condi-

fon the applicant’
circulation as defined by the laws of the State of California, as cpre aémﬁva: Charles H. Mortange To?ﬁ"c H
determined by the order of the Superior Court of the County of e e terupone Corl parie:
. . : " the De it DI i
alatttnedaf.t:al;dtﬁugus: t2h5. :\I 992, :\ t:e arcutln: esmledthln St:we . L i b for the Gty
atter of the Petition of the Alameda Journal to Have the Standing » yar. 2,

of the Alameda Joumal as a Newspaper of General Circulation
Ascertained and Estabhished," Case Number 702515-6 Said order
provides that. "Petitioner's prayer for an order ascertaining and
establishing The Alameda Joumnal as a newspager cf general
circulation.. within the City of Alameda, County of Alameda, State
of California. is granted " Said order has not been revoked.

| declare that the notice, a printed copy of which is annexed hereto,
has been published in each regular and entire issue of the
Alameda Journal and not in any supplement thereof on the
following dates, to-wit.

3/23/2012

E@EDWEWZ

MAR 26 2012
| certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing
is true and correct. PERMIT CENTER |

|

ALAMEDA, CA 94501

Executed at Walnut Creek, Califomia.
ms23th day of March, 2012 -1
N - y
L LA

Signature

"PAGE 1 OF 5



Piedmonter

Alameda, City of
Building & Planning.2263 Santa Clara Ave., Rm. 190
Alameda CA 94501

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
FILE NO. Abandon Rail Srvc

In the matter of
Piedmonter

| am a citizen of the United States, | am over the age of eighteen
years, and | am not a party to or interested in the above-entitied
matter | am a foreman or principle clerk of the printer and
publisher of the Piedmonter, a newspaper published in the
English language in Alameda County, State of Califorma

| declare that the Piedmonter 1s a newspaper of general

circulation as defined by the laws of the State of California, as
determined by the order of the Supenor Court of the County of
Alameda, dated July 8, 1936, in the action entitled "In the Matter of
the Petition of the Piedmonter to Have the Standing of the
Piedmonter as a Newspaper of General Circulation Ascertained
and Established," Case Number 140711 Said order provides
that: "Petitioner's prayer for an order ascertaining and

establishing The Piedmonter as a newspaper of general

circulation  within the City of Oakland. County of Alameda, State of
Calfornia, 1s granted." Said order has not been revoked

| declare that the notice, a printed copy of which 1s annexed hereto,
has been published in each regular and entire 1ssue of the
Piedmonter and not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to-wit-

3/30/2012

| certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing
is true and correct

ecu ‘at Walnut Creek, Calﬂornli

Signature

Legal No

Commamif Deve mentDepunment
2263 Santa W venue, Room 190

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANDON ORTO
DISCONTINUE RAIL SERVICE

LNotice of intent to Abandon or to Discontinug

Lm ives notice on or about | 27,
: ngs m flle with lhe ‘ ofcm omhon
n
152 #uburt

tion under
Aband

oments

service on 42.61 mile Ime of rnllmld between
road milepast 0, near the intersection of CIement
Aveme d Broadway, and raliroad milepost 2.61

nstilutlon Way. all in the City of Alameda,
md all of wh uuouxh nited States
Postal s:rvlce ZIP Code 94501 in Alameda c
cu.The ceeding has been docketed as No,

Board's of Environmental Iv-

sls (OEA) wili Ilcynpreﬁm an Environmental
Assessment (EA), whi normally be avallable
25 days merthe ﬁling ofmen:t.aceol examptmn

Comments y m rs
shouldbeflednohmrfhmlsd the EA
becomes available to the public aml will be ad-
in & Board decision. lntenswd persons
mnyobmma copy of the EA or m| nqmnsn-
ng environmental matters h‘lwritlng to CEA, Dé

ortation
oummmss.

§5§

Morby

Appropriate offers of fimancial assistance to con-
tlmenisenmcmbeﬁledwmm Board, Re-
quests for environment

in financial , public use or
trails use may be directed to the Board's Office of

and Public Services at 202-245-0238.
Copies of comments or requests for condl
tions be senmd on the applicant’s

" BV/R/PM/NC A353129 Mar, 39, 2012

EXHIBITD

0004383129

LC’ED WL

oy

L

APR 0 2 200

— v e

ALAMEDA,

PERMIT CENTER

o 7‘15’-!!

PAGE 2 OF 5



* 'EXHIBIT D
1 Mnn‘chrinn Legal No 0004383129

commmlty Dmlormelt D:pwul'}m‘glt

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABAMDON OR TO
DISCONTINUE RAIL SERVICE

LNotice of intent to Abal ndonormmuonmu
Rail Seyvice. City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Belt
Line gives notice that on or about Aarll zr. 200,
intends to file with the Surface Ti ration
Board, Washil a notlce exemp-
ton under 4 CPR 1187 Subpart F -Exempt
Abandom itting the abandonment

service on 12.6 lle rneof raliroad between rall
madmlleposto.nerm e intersection of Clement
f A d Broadway, and mlmad rml ost 2.61
Alarneda. City o e Gonsloggn ey o e e
Building & Planning.2263 Santa Clara Ave , Rm. 190 cn.m" Service ZIP Code 94501 In Alameda Cou

Alameda CA 94501 m%"'o“.a’;m*"m.

sls (ow will lly vlronmenta
Assessment (EA), which w nommliy be nvanlable
25 days after the fliing oﬂhenotnceo! exemption,

PROOF OF PUBLICATION Comments on evironmental and energy matters

shuuldbeﬂlednnhtarﬂun!sd s after the EA
becomes available puhllc nnﬂ will be ad-

FILE NO. Abandon Rail Srvc ;1.'::’:.%':‘.:.;'3.,?"'“‘5%’:. o e P e
gﬂ‘l nmnemal matters by writing to 0&

20423 or by I'Ing OEA at 202-245-0295,

Appropriate offers of financlal assistance to con-
tinue rail service can be filed with the Board, Re-
In the matter of quests for environmental conditions, public use
Montclanon %ﬂ?'&%“aﬁ nm“ “ﬂmu’ ‘ﬁl %oeomslg
any pletdlnlg that raises t?:gters other ﬂnn”anw—

| am a citizen of the United States, | am over the age of eighteen ro :Wn M’%"ﬁ'c“ul‘" as tralls use, publlc blic wse,

- directly with the Boards Ch ef. Secu
years, and | am not a party to or interested in the above-entitled g dmm'lyss:r'mon. e I ashlnntm. 2

matter | am a foreman or principle clerk of the printer and 20421 [See 49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104.3(a)].
. . must be served on applicants’
publisher of the Montclarion, a newspaper published in the m%&s? 1104, lz( ). ouesuons regard-

i , public use or
Enghsh language in Alameda County. State of California mlls use may be mrected to &7's Office of
ngruslonnl and Pubfic Services at 202-245-0238.
Copies of lI‘IJ comments or requests for condi-
served on the applicant's
Law Offices

i.o.

| declare that the Montclarion, is a newspaper of general tions

es
circulation as defined by the laws of the State of California. as g Charles H\%Walgst!mphone %ls.gy‘f"m
determined by the order of the Superior Court of the County of for the City
Alameda, dated March 10, 1950, in the action entitled “In the
Matter of the Petition of the Montclarion to Have the Standing of the
Montclarion as a Newspaper of General Circulation Ascertained
and Established,” Case Number 224574 Said order provides

that “"Petitioner's prayer for an order ascertaining and establishing
The Montclanon as a newspaper of general circulation wathin the
City of Oakland, County of Alameda, State of Calfornia, i1s
granted." Said order has not been revoked.

og’em
o{:sl.amedl.atnw 6899, If you have
BV/R/PM/MC 4353129 Mar. 30, 2012

| declare that the notice, a printed copy of which is annexed hereto,
has been published in each regular and entire issue of the
Montclarion and not in any supplement thereof on the following
dates, to-wit

3/30/2012 ‘.

r—-'—~_ -

i

l.:.
| certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing l! 24 @ F D w I—E
L_l

Is true and correct.
d at Walnut Creek, California APR ﬂ 2 2[]12 '

"/ f PERMIT CENTER |
- o ton— ACAMEDA. CA 94501

Signature

=

PAGE 3 OF 5



EXHIBIT D
Berkeley Voice Legal No 0004383129

mmm'mG”Wmm

mi

263 s-:gclm wvenue, Room 190

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANDON OR TO
DISCONTINUE RAIL SERVICE

Line gives notice that on or about April 27,
1 u\esﬂmw 2t

i of

Alameda, City of near Constitution Way, all In the cutlof ameds,

Building & Planning,2263 Santa Clara Ave , Rm 150 Postal Service zp"émsfm In umedi'gd Cour%
CA.

Alameda CA 94501 1090X, The Board's Office of Environmental Analy-

xemption.
PROOF OF PUBLICATION e o ooy o A gnrgy mtors

to B
FILENO. Abandon Rail Srve A & e e P
T B o s o mgton
of

In the matter of quests afg environmental conditions, public ge
Berkeley Voice B
| am a citizen of the United States, | am aver the age of eighteen wﬂrz’ﬂfm‘{;ﬁ; trails )“*4 putlic use,
years, and | am not a party to or interested in the above-entitied directly with
matter | am a foreman or principle clerk of the printer and &'204!23 [See 49 CFR 1104.1(2) and 1104.X8)1,
publisher of the Berkeley Voice, a newspaper published in the tative {See 49 CFR 1104.12(a)).  Questions regard-
English language in Alameda County, State of California gglh 'geﬂ may be directed to the Board’s omce&r

| declare that the Berkeley Voice 1s a newspaper of general ) Law Offic
circulation as defined by the laws of the State of California. as of Charles e, 20 v 162nd Bt Seatte.

determined by the order of the Superior Court of the County of b Aclmlm o Aty MD o ”..{,2" 't':ét'_v
Alameda, dated September 3, 1991 in the action entitled "In the ns. w Mar, 30, 012

Matter of the Petition of the Berkeley Voice to Have the Standing of
the Berkeley Voice as a Newspaper of General Circulation
Ascertained and Established,” Case Number 588221-2 Said

order provides that "Petitioner’s prayer for an order ascertaning
and establishing The Berkeley Voice as a newspaper of general
circulation within the City of Berkeley, County of Alameda, State of
California, 1s granted.” Said order has not been revoked.

I declare that the notice, a printed copy of which I1s annexed hereto,
has been published in each regulfar and entire i1ssue of the
Berkeley Voice and not in any supplement thereof on the following

dates, to-wit
3/30/2012 .
ry—-:\“-::.?'_':_ A D e e, Ly =
b)) I8 T 3,
| W IEWLEIWIE
| certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing ' LJ{ , " {
15 true and correct. E 'L_l t i+
} APR 02 2012 , -
E t Wainut Creek, California. H [
N / /—\' i PERMIT CENTER !
- s ) - - ALAMEDA, CA 9457 .
\ [ e e M%‘ - 4507

Signature

PAGE 4 OF 5



EXHIBIT D
El Cerrito Journal Legal No. 0004383129

OF
c«mml mmm
cmn venue, Room 190

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANDOM OR TO
DISCONTINUE RAIL SERVICE

Notice of intent to Abandon or m mscontlme
m Sewleo- clty of Mlmedn d/b/a Al
h on or about Aurll 97, zm,
w fle with nié‘lo Sul ortation

rtr_mittm of
ice on a 251 mile line of railrad between rail-
(e Lo P st e
Alameda, City of :S:' %tmpgn u\:ﬁ! all i the Gy of Alaméda,
Building & Planning,2263 Santa Clara Ave., Rm 190 Postal Service zpm:“’%m in - County
Alameda CA 94501 SO90K The Boas "'"“mnu of Emrorymetval Analy-
sis {OEA) WI"(& ’°||"" an Envirol
e bt
PROOF OF PUBLICATION Shouid be et o mter han 15 days. dher Be EA
s anilo e salt o ne
FILE NO. Abandon Rail Srvc may obtain & copy ofﬂnEAormakelnwrlesm—
ing envin mam by writing to OEA,
, Washington, DC
20423 or by calling ou at 200-245-0295.
App ate offers of financial assistance to con-
In the matter of %"&”L”&%’%ﬂﬁmﬂ&%c &
conditions, or rail banking/tralls use aiso can be
El Cernto Journal filed with the Board, An original and 10 coples of
any pleading that rases s other than envl-
1 am a citizen of the United Statgs and a resident of the County ang s Mdm'g’ﬁ“;éﬁﬁﬁs?"é“&ﬁf@
. il 3
aforesaid; | am over the age of eighteen years, and not a party to o inlstration, X6 E Sooet SW. W m'wg: s
or interested in the above-entitied matter 20423 [See 49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104.3(2)), and
must be served on applicants’ represen-
A s A
| am the Principal Legal Clerk of the El Cerrito Journal, a {:ngils use may be directed to the angu'sl%m% of
newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Et Cernto, City of m".‘f el L R et
Richmond, County of Contra Costa, State of California. tons shoulc b2 Terved,.on the applicart's
of Charies H. Mont: ue.mnw St, Seattle,
) WA 96177, Vou one Losi Taylor,
And wr:nch nTwspa:ert:ass been adgjdg:d fat:e\éspa;:er cfzfco g‘tiﬂ ity 510-7 r _m e 'ﬂfmﬂ'equcgg
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County of Contra
[/ 4383129 Mar. 38, 2012
Costa, State of Califorma, under the date of December 31, 1887 falinind »
Case Number 308046
The notice, of which the annexed s a printed copy (set in type not
smaller than nonpareil), has been published in each regular and
entire 1ssue of said newspaper and not in any supplement thereof
an the following dates, to-wit.
3/30/2012
—'.-m_n.‘ - I.‘IG -
[t .
NEBEIVE]:
5U" IR
o L‘
s,
| certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing i APR G 2 2012 E
1 true and corect. ] . {
! PERMIT CENTER
d at Walnut Creek, California !. ALAMEDAL. CA 94501 ]
( ‘-
VL'/,C/A« LA oo
ignature

PAGE 5 OF 5



EXHIBITE

Exhibit E

E-1 Certification of Compliance with ER/HR Notice Requirements,
Copy of ER/HR and Comments Thereto to Date

E-1

Certification of Compliance with Notice Requirements in
49 C.F.R. 1105.7, 1105.8(c), 1105.11

I, Andrew Thomas, Planning Services Manager for City of Alameda, hereby certify
that the requirements of 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (service of ER at least 20 days prior to filing notice of
exemption with STB), 1105.8(c} {service of HR on SHPO if possible 60 and at least 20 days prior
to filing notice of exemption with STB), and 1106.11 {certification that distribution requirement
with STB form letter for the foregoing), have been met. | also certify that any requirement for
consultation on Coastal Zone Management concerns in 1105.9(a}{2) has been met (40 day
notice prior to certain actions). | met with staff from the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission (BCDC) at their offices on November 28, 2011 to discuss the proposed
hone with BCDC staff on several

lAndrew Thomas
Planning Services Manager



State of California)
County of Alameda)

On /-)m/ 23 2012 before me, Zﬂrm F Shker , a Notary Public,
(date)
personally appeared Drnctrecs Thoma s , who

(signers)
proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s}
is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/they
executed the same in his/hertheir authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/bhet/their
signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the
person(s) acted, executed the instrument.

| certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing paragraph is true and correct.

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

Signaturg ’f j )&hé/ (Seal)

&, LANA F STOKER

& COMM. #1850902 []
@ SRS NOTARY PUBLIC - CALIFORNI :
)

)]
’ 5/

ALAMEDA COUNW
My Comm Expires May 24, 2013




EXHIBIT E-2
BEFORE THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

CITY OF ALAMEDA d/b/a )
ALAMEDA BELT LINE - )
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - ) AB 1090X
IN CITY OF ALAMEDA, CA )
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT/HISTORIC REPORT

The City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Belt Line (“ABL”) makes this environmental and historic
report in compliance with 49 C.F.R. 1105.7-.8 of the regulations of the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB) in support of a notice of exemption for abandonment pursuant to 49 C.F.R.
1152.50 for a line of railroad extending from MP 0.0 (a point approximately 180 feet east of the
intersection of Clement Avenue and Broadway in Alameda, CA) and MP 2.61 (a point
approximately at the intersection .with Constitution Way, but in all events equal to the endpoint
of the 1975 ABL abandonment relating to MP 2.61 to MP 3.44), a distance of approximately
2.61 miles.

The certification of service required pursuant to section 1105.7(c) is attached as Appendix A.

Environmental Report

(1) Proposed action. Applicant proposes to obtain authorization to abandon the line described
above. There are no reasonable alternatives. A map delineating the project area is attached as
Appendix B.

(2) Transportation System. No local or overhead traffic has moved over the line for over two

years. The prior owners of ABL (BNSF and UP) caused a switch connecting ABL to the UP

mainline to be removed some years ago. Because the line has not been used for some time, there



will be no diversion of freight or passenger traffic to other modes.

(3) Land use. (I) (Local plans) Based on consultation with local and regional planning

officials, and review of official planning documents, the proposed action is consistent with the
existing land use plans of the City of Alameda, in which the line is located in its entirety. See
Appendix C.

(ii) (Agricultural land) The proposed action will not have any impact on prime agricultural
land as the line is all within an urban and urbanized area (the City of Alameda).

(iii) (Coastal Zone Management Act) The proposed action will not result in any changes to the
existing physical conditions in the area or to lands within the Coastal Zone. .Future
improvements to remove or replace tracks on lands within 100 feet of the Inner Harbor shorelines
subsequent to abandonment will require review and approval by the Bay Conservation and
Development Commission (BCDC) to ensure that any future improvement within 100 feet of the
shoreline is consistent with the public shore line access goals and objectives of the San Francisco
Bay Plan and the Coastal Zone Management Act. The applicant is committed to obtaining
BCDC approval for all permits that are duly required pursuant to the CZMA. As a result, in
applicant’s judgment, the proposed action will not affect land or water uses within a State
Coastal zone designated pursuant to the Coastal Zone Management Act.

(iv) (Alternative public use) Portions of the rail line are in city streets or street rights of way,
and the streets are used and useful for non-rail transportation. Other portions of the rail line may
be suitable for park or trail uses. City currently plans to railbank the bulk of the line in question
(in particular, the portion from MP 0 to approximately MP 1.85, at the eastern edge of the old

railyard) pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1247(d) and to retain the right of way intact for future rail



purposes, and for compatible interim uses, including trail use. In addition, City owns the fee
interest in the portions of the rail line in city streets or in the former railyard. Since the property
comprising the line will be preserved as necessary for future rail reactivation and can be
employed in the interim for street, trail and park uses, the action is consistent with alternative
public use.
(4) Energy. (I) The proposed action will not impact transportation of energy resources.
(ii) The proposed action will not impact transportation of recyclable commodities.
(iii) The proposed action will have no significant impact on energy efficiency.
(iv) The proposed action will not result in the diversion of rail to motor carriage of any traffic.
(5) Air. (I) Inapplicable. The proposed action will not result in increases in rail or railyard
traffic.
(ii - iii) Inapplicable for similar reasons.

(6) Noise. Inapplicable.

(7) Safety. (I) (Public health and safety) Applicant expects no adverse impact on safety.

(ii) (Hazardous material transport) Inapplicable.

(iii) (Hazardous waste sites or spills) Applicant’s knowledge of waste sites or spills is limited to
that set forth in the Phase [ Environmental Site Assessment by Belinda Blackie, PE, R.E.A.,
March 8, 2010, which may be reviewed on the City of Alameda web site on the Community
Development page, at the following web address:

/getdoc.cfm?id=7471 .

http://www.citvofalamedaca.gov,

None will be adversely impacted by the proposed action.

(8) Biological resources. (I) The proposed action will not likely adversely affect endangered


http://www.citvofalamedaca.gov/getdoc.cfm7ids7471

or threatened species or areas designated as critical habitat.
(ii) No wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, national or state parks or forests will be affected.

(9) Water. (I) The action is consistent with applicable federal, state and local water quality
standards.

(ii) Since the proposed action will not entail any construction resulting in any off-railroad bed
disturbance, no section 404 permits should be required, and no designated wetlands or 100 year
flood-plains will be affected.

(iii) For similar reasons, no section 402 permits should be required.

(10) Proposed mitigation. Applicant anticipates no adverse environmental impacts to mitigate
from this action.

Historic Report

In compliance with section 1105.8(d), Applicant states as follows:

(1) Map. A map is attached as Appendix B.

(2) Description of rail line. The railroad line in question in part runs in city streets pursuant
to a franchise. Outside of city streets, the line is of variable width, and includes a rail yard of
dpproximately 18 acres in size. The former owners removed most of the rail from the yard, as
well as switches connecting the line to the UP system. The line commences at MP 0.0 (a point
approximately 180 feet east of the intersection of Clement Avenue and Broadway in Alameda,
CA) and MP 2.61 (a point approximately at the intersection with Constitution Way, but in all
events equal to the endpoint of the 1975 ABL abandonment relating to MP 2.61 to MP 3.44), a
distance of approximately 2.61 miles. The line lies entirely within an urbanized setting (City of

Alameda), and is surrounded by commercial and residential uses.



(3) Photographs of railroad structures 50 years old or older. The only railroad structure

remaining on the premises (but not at its original location) which may be 50 or more years old is
an old wood frame building at the rail yard. Photos are attached to Appendix D (consultation
with CA SHPO). To Applicant’s knowledge, the building was used by railyard workers, but was
not a depot or station. To Applicant’s knowledge, the building has no historic significance. All

other structures either burned down or were removed by the prior owner.

(4) Data concerning such structures. See (3) above.

(5) Brief narrative history. Commencing in 1918, the City of Alameda constructed some

6,364.5 feet of track, basically along Clement Avenue from a point near its intersection with
Broadway, westerly to Grand Street. The city-owned facility was originally operated by
Southern Pacific, which also had trackage in Alameda. The Alameda Belt Line, jointly owned by
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe and Western Pacific, was created for the sole purpose of owning
and operating the Belt Line. The City sold its line to the ABL in 1925. See Acquisition and
Construction of Line by Alameda Belt Line, 105 ICC 349 (1926). ABL subsequently extended
the line to a length of 3.44 miles. ABL received authority to abandon 0.83 miles (MP 2.61 to MP
3.44)in 1975. Due to mergers, ABL was eventually jointly owned and operated by BNSF and
Union Pacific. ABL last operated in 1998, when its last major shipper, a Del Monte cannery,
closed. The Union Pacific then provided service for all remaining customers on the line through
trackage rights over MP O to MP 1.8. See Union Pacific Railroad Company — Trackage Rights
Exemption — Alameda Belt Line, F.D. 33682, served Nov. 24, 1998. In the latter part of 2001,

the last customer ceased use of the line, and the then owners of Alameda Belt Line removed the



switch near Clement and Broadway to Union Pacific trackage at that location. Trackage was also
evidently removed from the rail yard, and the owners offered the property for sale. The City of
Alameda, taking note of the apparent de facto abandonment and also taking note of its option to
repurchase in the original contract of sale of its line to Alameda Belt Line, duly notified the then-
owners of Alameda Belt Line of City’s intent to re-acquire the line. Litigation in state court then
ensued, during the course of which the City obtained authority from STB to re-acquire the line.

See City of Alameda — Acquisition Exemption — Alameda Beltline Railroad, F.D. 34798, served

April 3, 2006. STB authorized dilscontinuance of the Union Pacific trackage rights over the ABL
in Union Pacific Railroad Company — Discontinuance of Trackage Rights Exemption — in
Alameda County, CA, AB 33 (Sub-no. 291X), served April 8, 2010. The City closed its re-
purchase of the line on March 23, 2010. The prior owners had allowed the line to deteriorate,
and had removed switches and facilities to the point that the line could not be operated. The City
retained a consulting firm (RL Ban}cs) to assist it in evaluating rehabilitation costs, operational
requirements and costs, and rail demand, for the purpose of identifying options for proceeding.
The consultant’s reports indicated that freight use was not self-sustaining at this time and that
current prospective business was insufficient to justify the investment now necessary to restore
the line to use, or to operate it if restored.  The City as Applicant accordingly has elected to
seek an abandonment authorization in order lawfully to terminate common carrier- obligations on
the line. The City intends to railbank (16 USC 1247(d)) the line from MP O to MP 1.85 (eastern
edge of old railyard) among other things to ensure its availability for future rail reactivation.

(6) Documents available concerning historic structures. Applicant does not believe there are

historic structures on the line and in any event has no documents concerning any structures on the

6



line.

(7) Opinion on historic sites. Applicant does not believe that any site or structure on this line
meets the criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. On January 20, 2012,
the applicant received notification that the California Office of Historic Preservation concurred
that the proposed action would not affect any historic properties. The letter of concurrence is

attached as Appendix E.

(8) Activity which might affect recovery of archeological resources and description of

surrounding terrain. Other than original roadbed and road construction, and construction activity

by adjoining landowners in an urbanized setting, Applicant is unaware of conditions which will
affect the recovery of archeological resources. The surrounding terrain is flat, but with many
paved surfaces.

Copies of any correspondence received to date of submission concerning this ER/HR not
otherwise referenced in this document are attached in Appendix F

Submitted by: City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Belt Line

Appendix A: Certificate of Service for ER/HR
Appendix B: Map
Appendix C: Discussion of Local Plans
Appendix D: Consultation with CA SHPO (including photos of remaining structure)
Appendix E: January 20, 2012 Letter from Office of Historic Preservation

Appendix F: Other correspondence (if any) to date of submission



City of Alameda * California

Appendix A

Certificate of Service

By my signature below; I certify service of this Environmental Report on all parties
specified in 49 CFR 1105.7b as set forth in the attached list by US Mail, postage
prepaid, first class or equivalent, this 19th day of March, 2012.

California Office of Planning & Research

State Clearinghouse

P.O. Box 3044

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 - . .

California EPA

1001 I Street

P.O. Box 2815

Sacramento, CA 95812-2815

San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
50 California Street, Suite 2600
San Francisco, CA 94111

Hon. Nate Miley,

President Alameda County Board of Supervisors
1221 Oak St. # 536

QOakland, CA 94612

US EPA - Region 9

Att: Regulatory Review Office, CED-2 (Kathleen Goforth)
75 Hawthorne St.

San Francisco, CA 94105

US Fish and Wildlife Service-Region 1
Eastside Federal Complex

911 NE 11" Ave.

Portland, OR 97232-4181

US Fish and Wildlife Service-Region 8
2800 Cottage Way, W-2606
Sacramento, CA 95825

Community Development Department

2263 Santa Clara Avenue, Room 190

Alameda, California 94501-4477

510.747.6800 » Fax 510.865.4053 » TTY 510.522.7538

Page 1 of 2
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National Park Service - Pacific West Region
Christine Lehnertz-Regional Director

333 Bush Street, Suite 500

San Francisco, CA 94104-2828

Lincoln E. Burton, State Conservationist
Richard E. Lyng USDA Service Center
Natural Resources Conservation Service
430 G Street, #4164

Davis, CA 95616-4164

Communication and Qutreach Branch, NOAA,N/NGS12
National Geodetic Survey SSMC3 #9202

1315 East-West Hwy

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

California Office of Historic Preservation
Att: Review and Compliance

1725-23d St., Suite 100

Sacramento, CA 95816

Susan Muranishi
County Administrator
Alameda County

1221 Oak St, Room 555
Oakland, CA 94612

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
South Pacific Division

Att: Counsel's Office

1455 Market St.

San Francisco, CA 94103-1398

California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Jo0 g —

Lori Taylor

Appendix A

Community Development Director

City of Alameda

Page 2 of 2
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Appendix C

Review of Relevant Planning Documents Germane
to ABL Railroad Right of Way

by: Andrew Thomas, AICP
Planning Services Manager
Planning and Building Dept., City of Alameda

Summary:

City of Alameda has substantially revised its planning documents since 2008. However, the City’s
General Plan continues to support preservation of the ABL railroad corridor, specifically the
“Clement Avenue” Alignment, for cross-Alameda transportation services, including rail. This
Alignment is identified in the General Plan as an “Exclusive Transit Right of Way™ on Clement
Street and extending westerly. The designation of the Alignment as an exclusive transit corridor is
manifest in the Map (attached). The most relevant written policies from the various Elements of the
revised General Plan are set forth below, and call for preservation of a public right of way for rail
and other compatible purposes on the Alignment. The City proposes to terminate current common
carrier obligations and to “railbank™ (preserve for future rail use and permit trail and other
compatible public uses) the “Clement Avenue” Alignment. This proposal is consistent with the
relevant planning documents.

General Plan Policies:

Chapter 10: Northern Waterfront

10.6.a. Extend Clement Avenue through the Northern Waterfront from Grand Street to Sherman
to facilitate the movement of trucks, transit and/or rail, bicycles, and pedestrians.

10.6.b.  Maintain a public right of way for a future rail/ transit corridor along Clement
Avenue from Grand Street to Sherman Street as part of a citywide transit corridor.

D-M1.  Thesite plan should allow for a future rail/alternative vehicle corridor from Sherman to
Grand Street within the Clement Avenue Right of Way.

Citywide Transportation Element

4.1.1.g Work with appropriate regional agencies to identify the feasibility of developing presently
unavailable alternative modes such as citywide and regional light rail, expanded ferry
options and Bus Rapid Transit.

4.1.7.d Develop strategies to preéerve and identify required rights-of-way.

1. Pursue opportunities to utilize the corridor of the former Alameda Belt Line railroad for
transit, bicycle, and pedestrian transportation.

Page 1 0of 3
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Appendix C

Explanation of “Exclusive Right of 7 from Tran ion Elemen opted 2008

Exclusive Transit Right of Way:

Identify future dedicated right of way routes for bus rapid transit or light rail service. Possible
candidates include Lincoln Avenue which is a centrally located Island Arterial with numerous
residential areas surrounding. Connects to main commercial areas on Webster Street and Park
- Street.

- Bus Rapid Transit or Light Rail
o High capacity, frequent transit service for intra-city and regional transportation

- Lane widths and curb returns L.
o Wider lane widths or wider curb lanes to minimize conflicts with bicyclists
o Wider radii, and lane widths or wider curb lanes to accommodate transit vehicles

- Bus bulb-outs
o Improve transit operations
o Clearly designate bus stop location

- Enhanced bus stops/stations

Raised platform for level boarding

o Platform length shelters and seating areas

o Off-vehicle fare payment )

o Clearly designate transit corridor / transit way

o Improve transit service experience and encourage transit use

o]

- Passenger information

Provide up-to-date schedule and routing information
Provide surrounding neighborhood map

Provide real-time bus arrival information as available
Enhance transit service experience

Encourage transit use

o]

O0OO0O

- Signal priority/pre-emption, right-of-way priority
o Improve transit operations
o Useful for longer, congested corridors and frequent service areas

- Pedestrian amenities
o Wide sidewalks
Curb extensions
Crosswalk paving, markings
Landscaped sidewalk buffer
Equal pricrity as Primary Transit Streets
Connectivity to other modes, adjacent neighborhoods and destinations

0O00O0O0

Page 3 of 3



'Appe-ndix D

Ciry of Alameda * California

November 23, 2011

Mr. Milford Wayne Donaldson

California Department of Parks and Recreation
Office of Historic Preservation

1725 23™ Street,

Sacramento, California 95816

Subject: Alameda Belt Line Rail Abandonment Application

Dear Mr. Donaldson:

The Alameda Beltline Railroad ended active operations in Alameda in approximately
1998 but has never been authorized for abandonment by the relevant federal regulatory
agency (the Surface Transportation Board or “STB”). City of Alameda acquired the
inactive Alameda Beltline Railroad approximately two years ago pursuant to a contract
option applicable should the former owner determine to cease use of it. After carefully
evaluating the cost of rehabilitating and operating the railroad for active rail freight rail
service and the likely demand for such service within Alameda, the City has concluded
that income from operation would not even cover operational expenses at this time and
that restoration is accordingly not prudent, especially given current economic conditions.
In order to address the continuing federal freight rail common carrier obligation on the
line, we plan to seek a so-called “exempt™ abandonment authorization from STB for the
entire remaining portion of the rail line, defined as extending from a point approximately
180 feet east of the intersection of Clement Avenue and Broadway (MP 0) to end of track
at approximately Constitution Avenue (MP 2.61) in Alameda. Union Pacific, which had
“trackage rights™ over the bulk of the corridor, recently received discontinuance authority
from STB for those trackage rights.

Because an “exempt” abandonment authorization from the STB amounts to a licensing
action by the federal government, STB must comply with section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act. In this regard, STB regulations require us to prepare a
“Historic Report,” for which we invite your comment and advice, and which we will
circulate to you for further comment when it has been prepared pursuant to STB
regulations. We are also requesting your concurrence with our findings that the
undertaking will have no effect on historic resources.

Site Description:

As shown in the exhibits, the abandonment area includes the following three sub areas:

Commuruty Development Depaztment

2263 Sanza Clara Aveaue, Room: 190

Alameda, Calrforeia 945014477

510.747.6800 « Fax 5310.747.6804 « TDD 310.522.7333 1

BF Prized on Recyciznd Paper



Sheet I of 3: In this area, the abandonment runs down the center of an existing City street
(Clement Avenue) from Broadway to Grand Street. The rails are still in the middle of
the street in some areas, but in others they were removed. The City has no plans or
resources to remove them at this time.

Sheet 2 of 3: In this area from Grand to Sherman, the line splits between Minturn and
Grand and then reforms at the entrance to the former rail yard. (The rail yard is the large
18 acre area shown on pages 2 and 3.) Throughout this area, some of the tracks have
been removed by the prior owner of the railroad, and in some cases the prior owner of the
railroad sold of pieces of the underlying right of way, such at the section on Buena Vista
between Hibbard and Stanton.

Sheet 2 and 3 (the former Rail Yard): The former rail yard is a large 18-acre vacant lot.
The former owner of the railroad removed most of the trackage and associated
improvements. The single remaining structure (at 1925 Sherman Street) is discussed in
the Historic Resources Inventory section below.

Description of Undertaking:

The City is requesting an exempt abandonment authorization of the line by the STB,
pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1152.50 (two-year out of service exempt abandonments). The
City, however, anticipates “railbanking” the bulk of the line pursuant to 16 U.S.C.
1247(d) to preserve it for future rail and interim trail purposes, and for other compatible
public purposes. As we understand railbanking, this will prevent the portions of the line
in question from being interrupted by sales, easement extinctions, or other severances. In
the event STB authorizes abandonment, the City currently anticipates development of
interim improvements to the right of way for a “Cross Alameda Trail™ which would
provide safe and convenient access for bicyclists and pedestrians across our island
community.

Historic Resources Inventory:

In 1988, prior to the end of rail operations, the City of Alameda completed an Historic
Resources Inventory of the Alameda Belt Line Railway. The Inventory is attached for
your information as exhibit B. The inventory concludes that the Railroad should be
considered a resource, which may have historical importance because of its role in the
“gconomic/industrial” history of the City of Alameda.

Not surprisingly, some of the facts in the 1988 inventory are now out of date. Between
1988 and 1998, the Alameda Belt Line Railroad slowly began to reduce its operations in
Alameda. During this period, much of the trackage (rails) shown in the 1988 inventory
was removed and almost all of the associated facilities were either removed or destroyed
by the railroad. However, one structures shown in the 1988 Inventory at 1925 Sherman
_ continues to exist on the site. Exhibit 3 includes a number of recent photographs of the
building.



Rather than suffer ABL’s owners (UP and BNSF) efforts to fragment the line piecemeal,
the City after prolonged litigation was allowed to exercise a contract option to acquire
what remained of the ABL, closing on that acquisition in 2010. Shortly thereafter, UP
abandoned trackages rights over the line. Faced with studies showing high rehabilitation
costs and insufficient rail demand, the City now intends to purse an STB abandonment
authorization.

Findings and Determination:

We find that the proposed undertaking will have no effect on the historic resources in the
area. Our findings are based upon the following conclusions:

e Abandonment will allow the City to preserve the rail and existing facilities for future
rail use and for compatible uses (such as bicycle and pedestrian trails) in the interim.

o The City of Alameda is a Certified Local Government with a long history and deep
commitment to historic preservation. As an identified historic resource in the City of
Alameda, the Railway and the remaining associated structures will fall under the
purview of the City of Alameda Historic Advisory Board and Alameda Municipal
Code Section 21-18 Preservation of Historic Resources.

Request:

At this time we our requesting your concurrence with our finding and determination of no
effect. 'We would appreciate a response by January both to allow an opportunity for
further consultation if necessary and for incorporation of the SHPO response into the
Historic Report we will circulate and also file with the STB later that month.

If you have any questions, or would like any more information, please do not hesitate to
contact Andrew Thomas, Planning Services Manager at 510-747-6881 at any time.

Sinc ,

Lori Taylor f“

Community Development Director
Exhibits:
1. Maps

2. Historic Resources Inventory
3. Recent Photographs of 1925 Sherman St.
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State of California — The Resources Agency Ser. No 4501 -
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HABS___HAER___ Loc S No
UM A10/567780/41BI7I0 o /ssiiféommm
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY g 10/56 4 Dfmm30
'DEN:.'F'(C::‘;:%"", name: Alameda Belt Line Railway
2. Historic name: Alameda Belt Line Railway i
3. Street or rural address: 1925 Sherman Street
City Alameda p_ 34501 County Alameda
4, Parcel number: Multiple - See Continuation Sheet #1
5. Present Owner: Multiple - See Continuation Sheet #1 address:
City Ownership is: Public Private X
6. Present Use: Railroad Original use:  Railroad
DESCRIPTION
7a. Architectural style: Railroad
7b. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the site or structure and describe any major alterations from its

original condition:

CONTINUATION SHEET #2

Attach Photo Envelope Here

Photcs next page

Exhibit 2

8. Construction date:
Estimated

9. Architect

1918-1927

Factual

Noqg

10.

Builder 1918 A.J. Grier

1927 : unknown

11. Approx. property size _(in feet)
Frontage

or approx. acreage
IRREG: 2 miles long.

12. Datels} of enclosed photograph(s)

Depth

February, Jupe 1988




CONTINUATION SHEET #1

#4 Parcel Numbers:

072-0292-014
072-0323-012
072-0326-004
072-0364-014
074-0906-027
074-0906-032-004
074-0906-032-006

#5 Present Owners:

The Alameda Belt Line tracks cross land in 3 categoriles:

1)
2)

3)

Public City of Alameda right of way, mostly on Clement Avenue
from Tilden Way to Hibbard Street;
company owned land between Hibbard and Constitution Way, listed
by parcel in item number 4, above, and
land owned by others, mostly customers on whose land spur
tracks are laid. Owners of land in the latter case are not
listed here, the reason belng that the tracks are still’ owned
by the Alameda Belt Line. 1In a National Register nomination
the parcels crossed by these tracks may also have to be listed.
They are of equal importance with the main line tracks to the
whole systenm.
The Alameda Belt Line itself is owned jointly by the Santa Fe
and the Union Pacific Ralilraods (Union Pacific bought out
Western Pacific) and is administered by the Santa Fe Railroad
at the following address:

One Santa Fe Plaza i

5200 East Sheila Street

Los Angeles, CA 90040
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CONTINUATION SHEET #2
#7b. Description

The Alameda Belt Line Ralilway runs about two miles in an east-west
direction across the northern, industrial edge of Alameda. Today it
runs from the Southern Pacific line on Tilden Way about 90 feet east of
Broadway to 1ts yards just east of Constitution Way. The route of the
main line (called the "main lead” by the company) is via Clement Avenue,
Grand Street, Buena Vista, and Sherman where it branches west to the
yard and north to the old ferry slip. At Grand a major network of spurs
proceeds in the westerly directlon of Clement while the main line dips
south; this network rejoins the main line at Sherman. Other spurs
branch off along the length of the route. Altogether, including main
lines, spurs and yards, the line consists of about 10 miles, These lie
on public right of way, on land owned by the Belt Line in the case of
the main line, and on land owned by others in the case of spurs.

Since the engine house burned about 1980 the Belt Line has had one
principal building, the Yard House at 1925 Sherman Street. the Yard
House is a rambling wooden structure in three parts: an old house (ca.
1910) on the north, linked to an egual sized block on the south {ca.
1925) by a connecting bullding. All three are unified visually by
asbestos-shingled gabled roofs, narrow horizontal banded siding, and a
uniform coat of palnt. The old house has a hip roof with a hip-roofed
gable and a ventilated wooden foundation cladding. The connecting wing
and southern block have reinforced concrete foundation walls and gabled
roofs of different pitches. The three wings were built at different
times, the southern block between 1932 and 1948. The other two wings
may have been moved to the site. Behind the Yard House are two small
wooden equipment sheds.
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CONTINUATION SHEET #3
#219. Significance

The Alameda Belt Line Rallway, initially alsc known as the Industrial
Railway or the Municipal Railway, was built in 1918 by the City of
Alameda following years of discussion and tie prompting of the United
States Shipping Board. The City was eager to more fully open up the
northern waterfront to industrial development and the Shipping Board was
concerned about utilizing the waterfront as the county entered the First
World War. The first phase of the railway was approved, from Broadway
to the Alaska Packer's Association property on Grand Street along
Clement Avenue together with an "industrial highway," a widened Clement
Avenue, in February 1918. Ground was broken April 22, 1918 and the job
was finished May 23, 1918 at a cost of $27,001. The principal
contractor was A.J. Grier. The City Manager, C.E. Hewes, took an actlve
role in promoting and building the railway. Although initially it was
to be operated by the City's Board of Public Utilitles, it was operated
from the beginning by Southern Pacific.

In January 1925, the City proposed to extend the Belt Line west of Grand
Street to Encinal Terminals and other proposed developments. The Clity
did not have money for the project and proposed to sell the existing
tracks and the right to extend them to Southern Pacific, already
operating in Alameda along Lincoln Avenue, and the Western Pacific and
Santa Fe Railroads, not yet operating in Alameda. Such an arrangement
would link Alameda to three major railroads and all the markets they
served. Southern Pacific refused to enter the venture and fought it in
court to preserve its monopoly on freight traffic in Alameda. Southern
Pacific lost and Western Pacific and Santa Fe bought the existing
trackage from the City for $30,000 and formally named the rallroad the
Alameda Belt Line. They issued $500,000 in common capital stock to
finance the project including the acqulsition of land and construction.
The Alameda Belt Line was to be rum with five directors, two from each
company and one from the City. The two companies would own the line
equally with the Santa Fe railroad spending an additional $200,000 for a
rail ferry slip at the north end of Sherman Street.

Construction was also delayed by the objections of neighborhood
residents, led by the Alameda Women's Improvement Club who felt tracks
on Buena Vista would bring unwanted problems into a residential area.
In the end these objectlons were overrlden and City Council approval of
the Belt Line extension and the California Packing Company warehouse,
which would be one of the Belt Line's principal customers, were granted
on the same day in February 1927.



CONTINUATION SHEET #4
#19. Significance Continued

In 1829 plans were announced to extend the line another mile west of the
yards. Later this extenison would be used to build the Naval Air
Station. At its most extensive, the Alameda Belt Line operated over 17
miles of tracks with two engines. In the beginning and durlng wartime
the Belt Line ran day or night as it was needed, but in recent years it
has run only from the late afternoon into the night to avoid congesting
automobile traffic. During the day Southern Pacific collects cars in
its Oakland yards which it brings across the Fruitvale Bridege after
midnight. The next afternoon, the Belt Line delivers cars to Individual
customers and picks up loaded cars which Socuthern Pacific takes back to
Oakland during the night. The operation today requires an engineer, two
helpers and a yard master. The Belt Line carrles box cars, open-top
gondolas, flat cars, and tank cars. For customers not located on the
Belt Line, there are "team tracks” where rail cars can be loaded onto
trocks. Its principal customers today are within the network of spurs
between Grand and Sherman Streets.

The ferry slip is no longer in existence, the tracks west of
Constitution Way have been remaved, many of the spurs have been removed
and the industrial property along the Belt Line turned to other uses,
and the engine house is gone. Belt Line offices have moved out of an
old house at 1816 Sherman occupled in 1932, and out of the old
Superintendent's 0Office, now the Yard House, at 1925 Sherman Street.
The Yard House 1s now headquarters and locker room for the train crew.
Still, the Belt Line is an active ongoing enterprise, serving six
regular customers.



CONTINUATION SHEET #5
#21. Sources

Alameda City Building Permit Index.

Sanborn Insurance Co. Maps, 1948, 1932.

Alameda City Resolutlions Index.

Alameda City Council Minutes Index.

"Waterfront Rail Line to be Bullt", Alameda Times Star, March 20, 1918,

Alameda City Manager, Annual Report, 1918, 1927, 1929, 1932.

Cakland Tribune Yearbook. 1926, 1927.

"Belt Line Terminal to Start”, Alameda Times Star, February 26, 1927.

United States War Department:
The Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, and the U.S. Shipping Board. Port
Series No 12: The Ports of San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, etc., 1927,

"A Look at Belt Line Operation, History," Alameda Public Library Clipping File, September
23, 1974.

Barry Wood, "The Alameda Belt Line", Model Railroader, Volume 47:4 (April 1980), p. 80-84,

Phil Koppel, Superintendent of the Alameda Belt Line, June 8, 1988.
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CONTINUATION SHEET #6

Features of the Alameda Belt Line Railway

‘ 1. UTM: 10567780/4181730 10/567780/4180160 10/564080/4180160  10/564080/418173

| Railroad line between the Southern Pacific line at Tilden Way and the
yard east of Constitution Way.

Sdidedbee

Lim"“‘

2, yt™M: 10/565000/4181320
Yard House

Rambling 3-part building in a u-plan.




CONTINUATION SHEET #7

9. urM: 10/565000/4181330
Sheds

Wood frame sheds behind yard house.
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Appendix E

STATE OF CALIFORNIA - THE RESOURCES AGENCY EDMUND G BROWN, JR , Governor

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
1725 23™ Street, Suite 100

SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-7100

(816) 445-7000 Fax: (916} 445-7053

calshpo@parks ca.gov

www ohp parks.ca.gov

~ 20 January 2012
Reply To: STB111128A

Lori Taylor

Community Development Director
2263 Santa Clara Avenue, Room 180
Alameda, CA 94501-4477

Re: Abandonment Exemption of a portion of the Alameda Beltline Railroad, Alameda County,
CA

Dear Ms. Taylor:

You are initiating consultation on behalf of the STB regarding the above referenced undertaking.
The City of Alameda is requesting my assistance in assessing any potential effects of the
abandonment action in accordance with 36 CFR 800, regulations and implementing Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act.

As | presently understand it, the undertaking consists of abandonment of a portion of the
Alameda Beltline Railroad extending from the point approximately 180 feet east of the
intersection of Clement Avenue (MP 2.61) and Broadway (MP () to end of the track close to
Constitutional Avenue (MP 2.61) in Alameda. Union Pacific, which had “trackage rights” over
the bulk of the corridor, recently received discontinuance authority from STB for those trackage
rights.

You are requesting that | concur with the determination of “No Historic Properties Effected” for
the undertaking. As | understand it, the Alameda Beltline is locally listed but is not a historic
property. Thus, | concur with the determination of “No Historic Properties Effected.”

Thank your for considering historic properties in your planning process. If you have any
questions, please contact Amanda Blosser of my staff at (916) 445-7048 or e-mail at
ablosser@parks.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
Milford W Donaldson, FAIA -
Stla:)er Hist?:sr,ir;ePr::earvast(i):n Officer m [E [E ]:E D w [E ﬂ :

‘ {
MWD: ab ' JAN 2 4 2912

FERMIT CENTER
ALAMEDA, TA 34501
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Appendix F

Other Correspondence/Comments to City Of Alameda
D/B/A Alameda Belt Line —Abandonment Exemption — AB 1090X

3-26-12:

Received a phone call from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service-
Pacific Southwest Region 8, Coast Bay Branch, Dan Cordova
(916) 414-6659:

“‘No comments on the application.”

Attached:
» Response from the National Geodetic Survey (NGS)

= Response from the Department of the Army, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers



{(476/203] Lori Taylor - NGS Response. STB Docket AB-1090X
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From: Simon Monroe <simon.monroe @noaa.gov>
To: <c.montange @frontier.com>

CC: <ltaylor@ci.alameda.ca.us>, Surface Transportation Board <sea@ stb.dot.go...

Date: 4/4/2012 2:46 PM
Subject: NGS Response, STB Docket AB-1090X

Thank you for sharing your railroad abandonment environmental report for

ALAMEDA, Alameda County, CALIFORNIA.

Approximately 14 geodetic survey marks may be located in the area
described.

If marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, [THE RAILROAD] shall
consult with the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) at least 90 days prior to
beginning salvage activities that will disturb, or destroy any

geodetic station

marks described on the attached file. Additional advice is provided at
http://geodesy.noaa.gov/marks/railroads/

VVVVVVVVVVVVVYVVY

|....]HT0023). u[29/ADJ UNCH|N374620......|W1221409......[C...]23RD 29TH
|....JHT0025). 1/88/ADJUSTED|N374616.....[W1221413......|D...[42 A
|....|HT0024|. 1/88/ADJUSTED|N374622......]W1221408......|D...|43 A

|....|HT2485|2 .|29/SCALED..|N374604.56033|W1221404.17825D...|CLEM
BROAD 1947

|....|HT2488|2 .|29/SCALED..|N374618.47676|W1221434.56035|D...|CLEM WAL
1947

|....|HT2543|2 .[29/SCALED..|N374611.10895|W1221417.87663|C...|PARK CLEM
|....|JHT0026]. u[29/ADJ UNCH|N374614.....|W1221415......D...|RV 1

|....]HT0029]. u[29/ADJ UNCH|N374614.....|W1221415......|C...]RV 2

|....HT0028|. u[29/ADJ UNCH|N374614.....|W1221415.....|D...|RV 3

|....]HT0027|. 1/88/ADJUSTED|N374614..... |W1221415.....|D...]T 470

|....|HT2532|2 .[29/SCALED..|N374609.49255|W1221440.80237|D... WAL PAC 1947

|....|HT2472|2 .|29/SCALED..|N374629.16859|W1221457.90324|D...CLEM LA
FAY 1947

|....|HT2889|2 .[29/SCALED..[N374635.71185|W1221532.98943|D...|BUENA


mailto:simon.monroe@noaa.gov
mailto:montange@frontier.com
mailto:ltaylor@ci.alameda.ca.us
mailto:sea@stb.dot.go
http://geodesy.noaa,gov/marks/railroads/

{{a/G120Y2) Lori Taylor - NGS Response, STB Docket AB-1000X . " Page2!

VISTA 1847

|....HT2969|2 .|]29/SCALED..|N374636.79110/W1221547.15463|D...|SHER
VISTA 1947



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
SOUTH PACIFIC DIVISION, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
1455 MARKET STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94103-1399

April 20, 2012

Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20423

Dear Sir or Ma’am;

1 am writing to provide information on a Federal facility in the vicinity of the railroad line
that is the subject of a petition for exempt abandonment by the City of Alameda, CA, STB
Docket No. AB 1090X. This matter was referred to me by the South Pacific Division Office of
Counsel, who received by mail a formal request for comments on the petition from the City of
Alameda (City). I apologize that 1 was not able to provide this comment letter by the requested

date of April 19th, but I hope you may still find this information useful as you evaluate the City’s
petition. :

The Fruitvale Avenue Railroad Bridge (Bridge) spans the Oakland estuary in Oakland
[nner Harbor, connecting Alameda-and Oakland, CA. It is located at the eastern end of the
channel where the estuary becomes a narrow tidal canal. The Bridge provides the only rail link
between Oakland and the City of Alameda. It is owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) and maintained and operated for the USACE by the Alameda County Public Works
Agency on a reimbursable basis using U.S. government funds. Operation of the Bridge is
regulated by the U.S. Coast Guard.

The Bridge has not carried rail traffic for several years. However, in section 4017 of the
Water Resources Development Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-114), Congress directed the
Secretary of the Army to prepare a comprehensive report that examines the condition of the
existing Bridge and determines the most economic means to maintain that rail link by either
repairing or replacing the Bridge. The USACE is still in the process of preparing the required
report. Additionally, section 4017 prohibits the Secretary of the Army from (1) demolishing the
Bridge or otherwise rendering it unavailable or unusable for rail traffic; or (2) reducing
maintenance of the Bridge. A copy of section 4017 is enclosed for your reference. In evaluating
the proposed action, we recommend a close review of this provision.

The USACE has no objection to the City's petition. What impact, if any, abandonment of
the subject railroad line may have on the long-term future of the Bridge is unknown at this time.

Copies of this comment letter have been provided by mail to the City’s counsel in this
matter, Charles H. Montange, and to Lori Taylor, the Community Development Director for the
City of Alameda.
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Please direct future correspondence on this matter to Thomas Kendall, Chief of Planning
Branch, San Francisco District, (415) 503-6822, Thomas.R.Kendall@usace.army.mil.

! Sincerely,

Chief, Planning and Policy
South Pacific Division
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Enclosure


mailto:Thomas.R.KendalI@usace.anny.mil
http://isace.anny.mil

PUBLIC LAW 110-114—NOV. 8, 2007 121 STAT. 1175

SEC. 4016. FRESNO, KINGS, AND KERN COUNTIES, CALIFORNIA.

The Secretary shall conduct a study to determine the feasibility
of carrying out a project for water supply for Fresno, Kings, and
Kern Counties, California.

SEC. 4017. FRUITVALE AVENUE RAILROAD BRIDGE, ALAMEDA, CALI-
FORNIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall prepare a comprehensive Reports.
report that examines the condition of the existing Fruitvale Avenue
Railroad Bridge, Alameda County, California (referred to in this
section as the “Railroad Bridge”), and determines the most economic
means to maintain that rail link by either repairing or replacing
the Railroad Bridge.

{b) REQUIREMENTS.—The report under this section shall
include—

(1) a determination of whether the Railroad Bridge is in
immediate danger of failing or collapsing;

(2) the annual costs to maintain the Railroad Bridge;

(3) the costs to place the Railroad Bridge in a safe, “no-
collapse” condition, such that the Railroad Bridge will not
endanger maritime traffic;

{4) the costs to retrofit the Railroad Bridge such that the
Railroad Bridge may continue to serve as a rail link between
the Island of Alameda and the mainland; and

{5) the costs to construct a replacement for the Railroad
Bridge capable of serving the current and future rail, light
rail, and homeland security needs of the region.

{c) SuBMISSION OF REPORT.—The Secretary shall—

(1) complete the Railroad Bridge report under subsection
{a) not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act; and

(2) submit the report to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the Senate and Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives.

(d) LiMITATIONS.—The Secretary shall not—

(1) demolish the Railroad Bridge or otherwise render the
Railroad Bridge unavailable or unusable for rail traffic; or

(2) reduce maintenance of the Railroad Bridge.

(e) EASEMENT.—

{1} IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall provide to the city
of Alameda, California, a nonexclusive access easement over
the Qakland Estuary that comprises the subsurface land and
surface approaches for the Railroad Bridge that—

A) is consistent with the Bay Trail Proposal of the
city of Oakland; and

(B) is otherwise suitable for the improvement, oper-
ation, and maintenance of the Railroad Bridge or construc-
tion, operation, and maintenance of a suitable replacement
bridge.

(2)d%OST.—The easement under paragraph (1) shall be
provided to the city of Alameda without consideration and
at no cost to the United States.

SEC. 4018. LOS ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION STUDY, CALIFORNIA.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary, in coordination with the city
of Los Angeles, shall—



Response by City of Alameda d/b/a ABL to USACE letter of April 20, 2012

The USACE letter expresses no opposition to the proposed two-year out-of-service abandonment
exemption for ABL in AB 1090X. The USACE letter, however, appears to focus on a matter extraneous
to the AB 1090X proceeding. In particular, the USACE letter indicates that USACE owns the Fruitvale
Avenue Railroad Bridge, which spans the Oakland estuary in the Oakland Inner Harbor. The letter
further states that the Bridge has not carried rail traffic for several years, and notes that section 4017 of
the Water Resources Development Act of 2007 (P.L 110-114) contains provisions relating to the Bridge.
The USACE recommends that in evaluating the proposed abandonment of the ABL, “[USACE]
recommend[s] a close review of [section 4017].”

The Fruitvale Railroad Bridge is located on a line of railroad otherwise owned and operated by Union
Pacific RR (“UP”). The UP line traverses the Oakland estuary between the mainland and City of Alameda.
The UP line has not been authorized for abandonment and remains subject to STB jurisdiction. Itis the
sole rail line between the mainland and City of Alameda, and ABL interconnects with the UP line in the
City. The Bridge is not located on the ABL. The Bridge’s location {on the UP line) is indicated in the
maps attached as Exhibit B to the Notice of Exemption in this proceeding and Appendix B to the
Environmental Report. City of Alameda, through ABL or otherwise, does not operate the Bridge. The
Bridge, owned by USACE, is operated by the County of Alameda (with reimbursement from USACE) in
conjunction with a nearby highway bridge over the estuary.

The disposition of the Bridge is governed by section 4017 of P.L. 110-114, which on its face prohibits
demolition of the Bridge and requires USACE to maintain it at current levels. Section 4017 also requires
USACE to prepare a report concerning the Bridge within 180 days of the statute’s enactment in 2007.
USACE indicates that report is not finished. Nothing in section 4017 references ABL. On the face of the
statute, activity or inactivity of ABL does not trigger any result or conclusion under section 4017, nor
does operation, abandonment or railbanking of ABL. In particular, section 4017 obligates USACE not to
demolish the Bridge but to maintain whether ABL is abandoned or operated. Section 4017 does not give
rise to anything for this agency to review for purposes of the notice of exemption in AB 1090X.

In general, the abandonment or railbanking of a short line railroad does not give rise to any need for
environmental review of structures located on unabandoned lines of Class | carriers like UP with which
the short ine may intercannect. USACE gives no reason to expand environmental review at this time to
lines owned and operated by others at this time. The implications of rail abandonment for the Bridge
are appropriately evaluated by, and only at issue before, STB if and when UP seeks abandonment
authority for the UP line which uses the Fruitvale Bridge.

If USACE is simply seeking the City’s views in respect to the Bridge for purposes of the long-delayed
report USACE is supposed to make pursuant to section 4017, then City advises that it continues to
support preservation of the Fruitvale Avenue Railroad Bridge and the adjoining highway bridge as vital
links for current and future transportation needs.

By counsel, 26 April 2012
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STATEMENT OF WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

In order to establish interim trail use and railbanking under 16 U.S.C. 1247(d) and 49 C.F.R. 1152.29,
City of Alameda (Interim Trail User) is willing to assume full responsibility for management of, for any
legal liability arising out of the transfer or use of (unless the user is immune from liability, in which case
it need only indemnify the railroad against any potential liability}, and for the payment of any and all
taxes that may be levied or assessed against the right-of-way owned by City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda
Belt Line and operated by same. The property, known as the Alameda Belt line, extends from railroad
milepost 0.0 near the intersection of Clement Avenue and Broadway and milepost 1.85 at the eastern
edge of the old railyard, a distance of 1.85 miles in City of Alameda, County of Alameda, CA. The right of
way is part of a line of railroad proposed for abandonment in STB docket no. AB 1090X.

A map of the property depicting the right of way is attached.

City of Alameda acknowledges that use of the right of way is subject to the user’s continuing to meet
its responsibilities described above and subject to possible future reconstruction and reactivation of the
right of way for rail service. A copy of this statement is being served on the railroad on the same date it
is being served on the Board.

John A. Russo
City Manager, City of Alameda
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Consent to negotiation railbanking/interim trail use. City of Alameda d/b/a Alameda Beltline Railroad
hereby consents to negotiate interim trail use and railbanking with City of Alameda. It has long been
established that governmental entities proposing abandonments may “raitbank” lines in their own
names. RFRHA — Abandonment Exemption —in Garfield, et al Counties, CO, AB 547X, served Oct. 16,
1998, slip op. at 4.

Joint request for issuance of NITU for MP 0 to MP 1.85. City of Alameda d/b/a ABL and City of
Alameda independently accordingly request expeditious issuance of a Notice of Interim Trail Use {NITU)
for the portion of the proposed abandonment from MP 0 tc MP 1.85.

Additional copy for OEA. A courtesy copy of this letter and the filings associated therewith are also
enclosed for the Office of Environmental Analysis, which was previously served with an electronic copy
of the Environmental Report and Historic Report.

If you have any guestions regarding this filing, please feel free to contact me. Thank you for your
assistance in this matter.

Respectfully submitted,
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éharles H. Montange
Counsel for City of Alameda d/b/a ABL and
City of Alameda

Encls: original and ten copies of (a) Notice of Exemption and (b) Statement of Willingness; filing fee;
copies for OEA

cc. City of Alameda



